
Nuclear Disarmament and World Peace 

On Hiroshima Day, India Peace Centre organized a seminar on nuclear disarmament and world peace 

wherein Dr. Yugal Rayulu and Dr. Charu Baheti advocated for a nuclear free world and invited.  The 

abolition of nuclear weapons is an urgent humanitarian necessity. Any use of nuclear weapons would 

have catastrophic consequences. No effective humanitarian response would be possible, and the 

effects of radiation on human beings would cause suffering and death many years after the initial 

explosion. Prohibiting and completely eliminating nuclear weapons is the only guarantee against their 

use.  Even if a nuclear weapon were never again exploded over a city, there are intolerable effects 

from the production, testing and deployment of nuclear arsenals that are experienced as an ongoing 

personal and community catastrophe by many people around the globe. This humanitarian harm, too, 

must inform and motivate efforts to outlaw and eradicate nuclear weapons. 

Nuclear weapons pose a direct and constant threat to people everywhere. Far from keeping the peace, 

they breed fear and mistrust among nations. These ultimate instruments of terror and mass 

destruction have no legitimate military or strategic utility, and are useless in addressing any of today’s 

real security threats, such as terrorism, climate change, extreme poverty, overpopulation and disease.  

While many thousands of nuclear weapons have been dismantled since the end of the cold war, the 

justifications for maintaining them remain largely unchanged. Nations still cling to the misguided idea 

of “nuclear deterrence”, when it is clear that nuclear weapons only cause national and global 

insecurity. There have been many documented instances of the near-use of nuclear weapons as a 

result of miscalculation or accidents. 

Nuclear weapons are the only devices ever created that have the capacity to destroy all complex life 

forms on Earth. It would take less than 0.1% of the explosive yield of the current global nuclear arsenal 

to bring about devastating agricultural collapse and widespread famine. The smoke and dust from 

fewer than 100 Hiroshima-sized nuclear explosions would cause an abrupt drop in global 

temperatures and rainfall. 

Nuclear weapons programmes divert public funds from health care, education, disaster relief and 

other vital services. The nine nuclear-armed nations spend many tens of billions of dollars each year 

maintaining and modernizing their nuclear arsenals. Funding allocated to disarmament efforts is 

minuscule by comparison. It is time to redirect money towards meeting human needs. 



 


